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latter end! 


Deut. xxxii, 29. 


ͤ— 


Taken from Lloyd's Evening Poſt, dated jan. 3, 1780. 9 


O W ſolemn the departure of the Year, and the commencement of another ! How ſwiftly ſucceeding years roll on, 
H and haſten us to an awful eternity! But, alas! few, very few, are excited thereby to ſerious reflection; fo diſſipa- 
pated the diſpoſition of the times! It is an age which calls loudly to every lover of Piety and Virtue to ſtand with 
redoubled firmneſs in ſupport of the ſacred ſtandard of Chriſtianity, againſt the riotous multitude of F olly and 

Vice, with which Mankind is ſo generally carried away, as in triumph of the great adverſary of ſouls. | 


When we look ſeriouſly and candidly around, and behold how few are walking in the paths of Chriſtian Rectitude, or 
even Moral Decorum ; how very few are upright and juſt towards one another, from the genuine principle of Piety, and a 
love of Virtue alone, diveſted of worldly policy, or finiſter motives; how ſmall the number of thoſe who ſtand as valiants 
in the ſacred cauſe of God on earth! When we thus look around, can we wonder at the lowering clouds of divine diſplea- 
ſure, which have, for years, been ſpread over us! Can we wonder that the rod of chaſtiſement hath entered into the habi- 
tations of many in this Nation! And ſhall we not take Warning by the gradual approach of impending Calamities! So that 
the preſſure of an ardent concern might be ſo expreſſed, as to induce even one individual ſeriouſly and profitably to  reflett 
on theſe important preſages, I ſhould think myſelf amply rewarded. 


Hear, O ye Libertines! and hearken ye, alſo, whoſe conduR ſeems unimpeachable among men; yet you have lived in 
forgetfulneſs of the ever-adorable Creator, and upholder of the Univerſe. Can we ſuppoſe that God, who formed us for 


the purpoſe of his glory, will look down with approbation, or allowance, when a people created for his praiſe, and deſign- 


ed, in purity and integrity of heart, to draw their happineſs immediately from him, the inexhauſtable Fountain of unſpeak- 
able felicity ; intended to be the heirs of a celeſtial kingdom, and “joint heirs with Chriſt ;” when theſe debaſe themſelves 
with the love of things which periſh with the uſing, and “ perplex even while they pleaſe?” Will not the Lord affuredly 
ariſe in judgment for this ſhocking degeneracy ! The human mind graciouſly deſigned to partake of heavenly joys, even to 
be the © Temple of the Holy Ghoſt,” is become the © cage of unclean birds, and hold of every foul ſpirit,” and the recep- 
facle of infernal pleaſure ; or, if leſs obviouſly polluted, yet miſerably debaſed by being occupied in follies, in vanities, in 
worſe than empty, unprofitable trifles, beneath the dignity of immortal ſouls. 


Is not that plainly apparent, which I am aſhamed even t4 mention? The faculties of the immortal ſoul employed in ad- 
ding ſtrength and rapidity to the current of faſhionable follies, to increaſe the multitude of thoſe things which feed the ſpirit 


of pride, and conſequently alienate the mind more from pure and permanent felicity. 


But ſhall theſe enemies of Chriſtianity only be addreſſed? The general herd, and, as it were, the tumultuous mob, com- 
pared to thoſe more ſubtle and refined adverſaries, who, under a ſpecious appearance, are, in reality, the aſſafſins of Piety 
and Virtue, ſtabbing the vitals of Chriſtianity in the dark, and under the ſubterfuge of deceit. How many, who pretend to 
be on the Lord's ſide, and even aſſume to themſelves the Character of Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhould be as faithful 
Watchmen, ſteadily looking out leſt danger approach unawares, and uprightly giving warning to the people thereof; who 
ſhould be alſo as wakeful, diligent Shepherds, endeavouring to preſerve the ſheep of Chriſt within the fold of that peace 
which the world knows not of, and to feed with food convenient for them, from the Father of ſpirits and to lead them 
into the green paſtures of eternal life. But, alas! are not many of you, who ſhould be thus exerciſed, rather trifling away 
your. time yea, worle than trifling——not only neglecting, and ſuffering to fink, but indirettly, and even directly, 


aſſiſting to overthrow his cauſe, under whoſe banner you profeſs to be enrolled ? Is it not your principal ſtudy to amuſe the 


is? Are you not ſordid in your views 
t prevent your being valiant, to cry aloud to the thoughtlels, gay, and diſſipated 


not God in all their thoughts“ 


atted in thy fight with reverent fear— 


people with elegant Orations, that you may pleaſe them, and be careſſed and eſteemed by thoſe on whom your dependance 
ſo mean in your ſubmiſſion to thoſe who are immerſed in the general depravity, as 


—to ſound a ſolemn alarm in their ears, 
warning them both in public Miniſtry, and private Converſation, leſt they remain in that path that terminates in irrecover- 


able deſtruction? Are you not ſo far from being advocates for the purity of the chriſtian diſpenſation, as to fit in the vainly 
polite circles of your acquaintance, and hear, unmoved, the profanation of the ſacred name and ſacred themes, with the 


| moſt irreverent exclamations? Arc yournut fo cnflaved by the fear of the faces of men, that you dare not lift up a finger 


againſt theſe iniquities? Many of you, to whom the multitude of poor ignorant mortals look for example and inſtruction, 
can ſit at the tables of the luxurious in riotous excels, and join with the heedleſs company of thoſe who, apparently, “have 


Join with them in revelry, and ſhouts of laughter from the unchaſte jeſt, and from con- 
verſation altogether unbecoming the gravity of goſpel miniſters, and ſhamefully derogatory to the dignity of their ſtation. 


And if eſcaping theſe groſſer violations of pure Propriety and Chriſtian ReRitude, yet how few of you are diligently and | 


piouſly diſpoſed to viſit the ſick, the fatherleſs, and the widow, with a tender ſympathiling heart; endeavouring to com- 
fort the mourners—— to ſtrengthen them who are ready to faint——to adminiſter conſolation to the afflicted to extend 
the hand of charity to thoſe whoſe ſecret groans aſcend on high, for the neceſſaries of life and penetrate the ear of him, 


who beholds their poverty and your abundance, and will aſſuredly judge the avaricious. Will not thoſe affti&ted ones be 
comforted, whilſt you are tormented ? Can you, in the awful hour of trial, lay your hand upon your breaſt, and look up 


« Thou knoweſt, O Lord, that I have 


on high with this addreſs to him, to whom you have profeſſed to be ſervants 


loving mercy, doing juſtly, and walking humbly before thee.” 


0 that i thy Were Wt ih, that Ln underſtood thas, that they would conſider their 


A SERLOUS OBSERVER. 
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